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THINGS5 YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT 
LEO NEAR MISS

The Police Foundation is the oldest           
nationally-known, non-profit, non-partisan, 
and non- membership-driven organization 
dedicated to improving America’s most 
noble profession – policing. The Police 
Foundation has been on the cutting edge of 
police innovation for 45 years since it was 
established by the Ford Foundation as a 
result of the President’s Commission on the 
Challenge of Crime in a Free Society.

Near Miss incident reporting is common in aviation, medicine, fire 
services and in numerous industrial settings. Those systems have 
long demonstrated that for every industrial accident, crisis, or fatality, 
there are hundreds, if not thousands of near misses. 

There are significantly more near misses than there are major 
incidents/fatalities.  There is not enough data to know the ratio of 
major incidents to near misses in law enforcement. According to 
safety pioneer Herbert William Heinrich, for every 300 near misses, 
there are about 29 minor injury cases and 1 major injury case. 

Reporting your near miss today can prevent tragedy tomorrow.      
Capturing and analyzing law enforcement near miss incidents can aid 
organizational learning. By sharing lessons learned, law enforcement 
personnel can contribute to the safety of their fellow officers. Sharing 
your story on www.leonearmiss.org could save the life of a 
colleague.

Encouraging the reporting of law enforcement 
near misses without fear of discipline can 
promote a culture of safety in law enforcement. 
The LEO Near Miss system is designed to provide 
law enforcement officers a confidential venue to 

Reporting a near miss incident through www.LEOnearmiss.org is not 
difficult. It can take as little as 10 minutes to complete and submit a 
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Report of search near misses at: 
www.LEOnearmiss.org 

In October 2014, the Police Foundation 
launched the LEO Near Miss system 
with support from the COPS Office. 
This system is designed to allow law 
enforcement personnel to share “near 
miss incidents” or close calls           
confidentially with the goal of          
providing a lessons-learned database. 
These reports could help their peers 
stay safe and prevent tragedies.

The Police Foundation encourages law 
enforcement personnel to share their 
stories and lessons learned in near 
miss incidents to help other law 
enforcement personnel avoid             
accidents, injuries and fatalities, as 
well as to prevent other community 
crises.   

 share their events. Identifying information will be removed to protect 
the anonymity of the reporter and their agency before the report 
appears on the website.  

report, depending on the details. 
For more information on how to 
use the LEO Near Miss platform, 
go to www.leonearmiss.org. 


